
 

 

 

 

From the  Principal  

Festival of Numbers  - As you may have seen on WIN Local News last night, our Festival of Numbers is 
well and truly underway. Our classes have been involved in a wide range of activities including:  an 
ôEscape the Roomõ challenge, a ôKids in the Kitchenõ cooking experience, ôMaths Rock Starsõ karaoke sing 
out, and much more. Other events include a maths Olympics, paper plane competition, displays and even 
a mathematics magic show organised by the year five students. Through our festival, we aim to highlight 
not only the importanc e of maths in everyday life, but also the fun that can be had solving puzzles, 
playing games and learning with others.   
 
My sincere thanks to all of the wonderful teaching staff for the organisation of some exciting  activities 
for our students, particula rly Janette McLennan (Assistant to the Principal ðCurriculum) for her creativity 
and coordination of this festival of learning.  
 
Book Fair News - The 2017 Scholastic Book Fair is underway in the library this week. Books are available 
for purchase each day from 8.00 am until 4.00pm (Friday, until noon only). A wide variety of books are on 
sale, and the profits from these sales will be used to purchase more books for our school library. We 
thank you for your support.  
 
  
ACARA News - Attached to this newslette r is an advice from ACARA, the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority requesting data about our studentsõ background. The data 
collected relates to each student, information such as gender, date of birth, background language, 
parental occupation and parental education. We DO NOT supply names or other information that will 
identify students or families.  
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Your Precious Body  

Sometimes one has to travel to the periphery to appreciate the core. This week the Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven.  It is a very Catholic feast ð so Catholic this feast is 
designated as a Holy Day of Obligation, which is why your school will be celebrating Mass on Tuesday, if 
possible.   
When did it begin and what is it about?  Early texts in church history tell of stories surrounding the 
death of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  All the apostles bar one gathered as her death a pproached and 
after she died her body was buried with love and grief.  Soon after the last apostle arrived and wanted 
to show his respects to her body.  When the coffin was opened, no body was there ð an empty tomb.  
The teaching down through the centuries  has been that she entered into the Glory of Heaven, body and 
soul, united to her son in his glory.   
Last century, the Pope declared this teaching a dogma ð an important Catholic belief. Seems strange, 
doesnõt itéor is it?  This Feast asserts to us how important and sacred our physical bodies areéand that 
we are destined for glory.  While we will experience the ôawfulõ separation of body and soul in death, 
we will be reunited with our body, our precious body, in heaven.  When a loved one dies, we so miss 
the immediacy of touching and loving their bodies but we can live in the hope that we will touch them 
again when their bodies and ours are transformed in glory. These fragile, often broken, bodies of ours 
are like seeds waiting to erupt in the glory that sh ines in the Risen Jesus and in his mother, Mary.  
Loving Father let me realise that this life is not the end and that your desire is for me to share in your 
glory united with my loved ones and with Jesus and Mary.  I ask this in his name confident that you r 
will hear me.  

Sr Kym Harris osb 

 

 
 



 
ADULT FAITH EDUCATION - Relativism : What is it? How is it hurting us? What can we do? Pope Francis 
believes that Relativism wounds peop le. In this conversation, you will hear some practical examples and 
suggestions from Edward Sriõs book, òWho am I to judge?ó  
Guest Presenter : Di Rowan: The session will be held at Kevin Castles Conference Centre, West Street on 
MONDAY 21 August commencing at 5.30pm and concluding at 7.00pm. For further information, phone 
Margaret Hallinan on 0407 130 878. 
  
SJW Opti-Minds Team ð Good luck to our two Opti -Minds teams who will  be presenting at Central 
Queensland University this weekend.  The Opti-Minds Creative Sustainability Challenge is a creative 
problem solving challenge for teams of participants.  We hope our Opti-minds Teams enjoy their 
presentations at CQU this weekend. We wish you all the very best. Thank you to Miss Corr who has given 
her time so freely to prepare our teams.  

Premierõs Reading Challenge - Itõs less than two weeks until the Premierõs Reading Challenge ends 
(Friday 25th August). Please send in your completed forms to the office. All forms must be handed into 
the office by Friday 1st Septembe r so that they can be registered.  
 
Warmer Weather  ðAs we are experiencing some warmer weather during the day, a reminder that all 
children must have a hat (unif orm hat) each and every day at school. If students would like their lunches 
refrigerated the col d room in the hall is available for this purpose. Our Year Fives collect and distribute 
lunchboxes to and from classrooms each day. 

Multicultural Mass  - will be celebrated at the 9.30am mass on 20 August in St Josephõs Cathedral. At this 
Eucharist we will witness  many nationalities celebrating unity in diversity. Following the Eucharist all 
gathered will be able to taste some delicious international cuisine. While eating the fine cuisine we will 
be treated to a variety of entertainment e.g. Lion Dance, Fashion Par ade, Indigenous singing and Indian 
folk dances. All are invited to this celebration.  

Instrumental Music Performance  ð A reminder that the Instrumental Music students will perform for us 
on assembly on Thursday 24th August at 8.35am. All welcome.  

Car Signs ð Thank you to those families who are using their car ônameõ signs in the pickup line of an 
afternoon. This makes it so much easier for the teachers on afternoon duty. If you require a new or 
additional sign, please notify the office. If you are not yet us ing your sign, we would appreciate it greatly 
if you could display this while you are waiting in the line. Thank you.  

Woolworths Earn and Learn  - A reminder the Woolworths Earn and Learn program has commenced. You 
will be able to collect Earn and Learn Stickers from Woolworths for every $10 you spend. Through this 
program we will be able to earn new educational resources for our school. Sticker sheets and stickers 
can be dropped into the school .  
 
Tuckshop News  - Flexischools has now been updated with the introduction some new ice blocks: 
Billabong Chocolate $1.60       Biillabong Swirl $1.60 
 
The ice blocks will be available online from next Wednesday the 23rd August 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Have a great week! 
Kellie 

 



APRE News 

Prayer Corner  ð òFor all the obstacles we see before us, gratitude and appreciation should prevail over 
concerns and complaints.ó   Pope Francis  
 
Camp Reflections 2017  - The activity I enjoyed most was canoeing because it was very relaxing. 
Students were capsizing (flipping over their canoes) so we had to practi se a rescue mission which just 
added even more fun. The food was amazing, I am a coeliac (allergic to gluten/wheat) a nd I found the 
food delicious. I had a blast at school camp and with all of those fun activities why wouldnõt I? Chaverim 
was AMAZING and I wish I could do it all over again. ð Spencer Green.  
 
When we went to camp I had a lot of fun. The thing I enjoyed the most was probably Flying Possum, Tree 
Climb and Raft Building. All activities we had to work toget her to do well. I learnt that I need to work 
really hard on Canoeing. I learnt a lot about my classmates too, I learnt that they can really be trusted.  
-Imogen OõHanlon. 
 
When our class went on school camp down to Bundaberg and then to Chaverim Outdoor Education Centre 
we participated in activities and I particularly enjoyed the flying possum, flying fox, raft building and the 
centipede. I learnt that I am capable of many things but some things I cannot do and that I have limits 
which cause frustration and I need to practi se persistence. On the first day I did not go very well with 
the orienteering because I didnõt try to cope with my frustration and I lost my nerve but I did well with 
the rest of the camp - Emmalene Lindley.  
 
At our Grade Six school camp at Chaverim, the activities I enjoyed were rock climbing, orienteering, 
centipede, the flying fox, the flying possum, Big Reggie (the tree climb), raft building, archery and the 
low ropes course. Canoeing was fun but not as fun as the other activ ities.  
For all activities except for Canoeing and Raft Building, we had to rely on our classmates (donkeys). This 
meant that the donkeys were hooked up onto a rope, the same rope that was connected to the climber. 
The donkeys were very important because if  the climber fell, the donkeys would keep them tight so they 
don't fall. I would rate camp ten stars out of ten stars. The food was fantastic, the cabins were cool and 
the activities were amazing. Overall, it was one amazing experience.ó - Bethanie Green. 
 
I enjoyed archery, rock wall climbing, raft build, flying fox, flying possum, centipede and tree climb.  
I enjoyed the train trip there and back. I also got the nickname Knot Master ð Mostyn Sinclair.   
 
Camp was one of the most fun experience in my li fe so far. It  was all fun but on the flying fox I was 
completely freaking out and did not want to do it but in the end I still did it. The other high up activities 
I was fine with except the rock climbing. I was nearly at the top when I started to slip so  I had to come 
down. During this experience I learnt that even though my body tells me I canõt my mind tells me I can.  
ð Saul Gilliland.  
 
I liked camp and the tree climb was mega cool. So the future year six will be safe and have fun.The tree 
climb i s recommended and so is the rock climb followed by the archery. - Logan Booth 
 
The activities I enjoyed most at camp w ere tree climbing, flying possum and rock climbing because 
everybody had to work as a team and had to use a lot of communication and encoura ging words and we 
also had to learn how to trust each other. One thing I learnt is that anything is possible as long as you 
don't overthink it too much. - Breanna Critch 
 
I thought the idea of the donkeys was cool because instead of just a rope or something holdi ng you up, it 
was your classmates. The activities I enjoyed the most were probably the caoning because you had to 
work as a team a lot by talking to each other, the flying possum was also cool because not just the 
donkeys had to work, you also had to work be run to a marker, the donkeys had to also run but pull at 
the same time. - Ellie Reid 
 
Mass for the Assumption of Mary  
Thank you Father Jayanthi for helping celebrate The Feast of the  Assumption of Mary. This day is a holy 
day of obligation to commemorate the death of our Blessed Virgin Mary and her bodily assumption into 
Heaven  



 
Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word  
A reminder that Childrenõs Liturgy is held most Sundays at St Josephõs Cathedral at 9.30am during the 
school term. It is wonderful to see our students attend.  
 
SJW Faith Builders  
 
On Monday our SJW Faith builders listened to a story from the Gospel of 
Matthew 14:22-28 called Jesus walks on Water.  After reading the bible 
story we talked about the word storm  and discussed where we have felt 
a ôstormõ in our lives but also witnessed t he presence of Jesus as we 
overcame the storm.   We wrote our reflection on paper and placed them 
in a basket which was symbolic of the boat the disciples were in during 
their storm. Below are some reflections from our prayer group.  
  
I felt a storm in my l ife when I was afraid of the flying fox at 
camp.  Friends got me up there and encouraged me to do it.      Spencer 
Year 6 
 
I felt a storm in my life when mum and I got bogged and we were stuck 
for ages.  Thankfully a friend came to help.    Lily Year 2  
 
I fe lt a storm in my life because I was worried about my brother who 
hurt his hand badly.   Mum and dad took him to the hospital for help.    
Poppy Year 2  
 

 

Scott Robertson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths Festival  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Book Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


